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Johnson’s centralist strategy more clearly explained
Writing in the Times on 29 July 2021 the policy assumptions behind Johnson’s ‘Levelling Up’ speech
were explained by lain Martin — citing Michael Gove.

These policies are, explicitly, to assert the political leadership of Johnson’s big-business aligned
government across the nations and regions of Britain — in three ways.

First, to ensure that the great bulk of new grant funding goes through the British government and its
subsidiary offices in Scotland and Wales to local councils and ‘communities’ and in England through
stand-alone mayors largely cutting out devolved institutions. This will include the funding for
regional projects previously routed via the EU, the research funding for universities also previously
routed through the EU, the ‘Build back better’ scheme and the High Street ‘Restart’ (combined value
£10 billion), the ‘ten point’ Green Revolution fund (£15 billion), the ‘Future Fund Breakthrough’ for
smaller start-ups and ‘Community Ownership’ (£0.5 billion). At the same time direct funding for
devolved administrations (and their subsequent funding for local authorities) will be drastically
squeezed by the Chancellor’s autumn ‘austerity’ budget and by rapidly rising inflation.

Second, to ensure that the recipients of government funding develop continuing links with
Westminster government offices, that they ‘buy-in’, develop liaison offices, contribute to local design
and publicise them as joint projects.

Third, this must include a political buy-in to the big government contractors and multinational firms
that will be involved. Serco is already bidding to redevelop parts of the Further Education skills
training in Wales previously funded through the EU. Equally with the big motor companies recently
given grants to develop electric car batteries in Speke and Tees-side (General Motors and Nissan)
and some of the biggest oil polluters, Inneos, Shell, BP, that have been given contracts for carbon
storage in the North Sea. These companies will seek to develop their own direct links as
community-benefactors — as will the big arms contractors (BAE, Rolls Royce and Babcocks) and the
big monopolies controlling gas, electricity and telecommunications which have recently used hire-
and-fire on the employees. ‘Your jobs depend on us’. ‘We will help you develop community
services’. Conversely the prime minister stressed that any reversion to ‘municipal socialism’ or the
old policies of the Greater London Council must be blocked.

We should be warned. This is as much about changing ideas and assumptions as Margaret Thatcher’s
public relations campaign during the sell-off of nationalised industries (remember the ‘ask Sid’
posters). lain Martin and Michael Gove should be thanked for making this clear-.

SNP 2.0 - New SNP or Corporate Franchise?
Andrew Ferguson, a life-long nationalist, examines the SNP’s corporate capture

The SNP was once described as a radical party with a revolutionary aim: breaking up the British
state. While many might question the extent of the radicalism, never mind the commitment to
revolution, it is certainly true that the SNP originally opposed both the Common Market and
NATO.



Opposition to the Common Market/EEC was abandoned in the 1980s, while opposition to NATO
was dropped in 2012. Although still trying to position themselves to the left of New Labour the SNP
hierarchy were ditching any hint of radicalism. Indeed, Neil Ascherson warned in March 2015 of the
danger of the SNP becoming part of the system, just like the Irish Parliamentary Party before it.

In the 2015 General election the SNP won 56 seats, and in October of that year the Financial Times
commented on both the large number of lobbyists attending the party conference and widespread
criticism of the quality of policy discussion. ‘This is a different party, an SNP 2.0’ said one MP. ‘We
don’t really do policy’ added a former SNP adviser.

If this new SNP 2.0 doesn’t ‘really do policy’, who does? The FT described the SNP as being like a
‘political supermarket’; a more accurate description would be a political franchise selling pre-
packaged policies. The policies come wrapped in shiny SNP plastic stamped with the brand logo, but
what’s inside is manufactured in a corporate policy factory.

Both Gerry Hassan and George Kerevan have drawn attention to the links between the SNP and
corporate interests; and the role of Charlotte Street Partners, in particular. CSP was founded by
Andrew Wilson; former RBS spin doctor, SNP MSP and shadow minister. It is chaired by merchant
banker, Sir Angus Grossart, and lobbies on behalf of numerous business and financial institutions. Its
corporate events have been attended by both Alex Salmond and Nicola Sturgeon.

Indeed, Sturgeon appointed Wilson to chair the SNP’s Growth Commission despite objections from
party members. Sturgeon claimed that the commission would have ‘social justice at its heart’, but
critics warned that its neo-liberal, pro-business recommendations would condemn Scotland to years
of grinding austerity.

Kerevan has exposed what he calls an ‘influence conveyor belt’ between the SNP and business
interests via a group of former party officials including Geoff Aberdein, now Head of Public Affairs
at Aberdeen Standard Investment; Luke Skipper, at Weber Shandwick; and Grant Thoms, of PMW
Capital Investments. Thoms was also Head of Policy for Ingeus, who managed the Tories infamous
Work Programme. Ingeus was also represented on the SNP government’s official advisory body on
welfare policy!

Earlier this year the Ferret revealed hundreds of meetings between SNP ministers and business
interests were left off the lobbying register, by exploiting loopholes in the legislation. These included
meetings with companies awarded multi-million pound government contracts. Fergus Ewing held
unrecorded meetings with billionaire steel magnate Sanjeev Gupta. and an un-minuted private dinner
with Gupta and Lex Greensill, the banker at the heart of the Tory lobbying scandal. Kate Forbes
held an unlogged meeting with UK Hospitality Scotland director Wilie Macleod, who later welcomed
the announcement of a government support package for tourism and hospitality businesses worth
£104 million. Paul Wheelhouse had dozens of meetings with energy companies including GE
Renewables and EDF.

It took 70 years from the first Labour government to the scrapping of Clause 4 and Labour’s official
embrace of market forces. Only 5 years separate the first SNP government from the U turn on
NATO, and only 7 more until the adoption of the Growth Commission recommendations sealed
the SNP’s capture by corporate forces.

Making representations against the Johnson government’s
legislative programme for industry and jobs
ROSFE’s 3 August Committee suggested that trades union councils and trades union branches develop
resolutions against the Johnson government’s legislative agenda covering industry and devolved powers as
outlined in the ROSE July Briefing (40) and ask local elected representative to lobby against it. A model is
provided by Unite’s submission on procurement: this is available here https://www.politicshome.com/ugc-
1/1/4/0/unite submission to the cabinet offi.pdf
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